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▪ Park Master Plan
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▪ Envisioned by Judge Augustus 
Woodward in 1805

▪ Established after 1850 as quiet, 
green respite

▪ Demolished for underground 
parking in 1957 and recreated

▪ Parking deck ramps and access 
points fragmented plan with 
fewer entrance points and  
pathways

▪ 1990’s park improvements 
placed monuments at the 
Woodward Corners, further 
blocking clear access into the 
park

▪ The district around the park 
was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places 1983
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• Create a sense of arrival and entry at key crossing 
points

• Facilitate ease of movement to and through the 
park, supporting pedestrian desire lines for a better 
experience moving through and around the park

• Improve edges for pedestrians with perimeter walks

• Calm traffic on Woodward and reduce road width 
dedicated to vehicles

• Support downtown’s most significant and growing 
residential district creating a park environment 
that can support an ever-evolving set of everyday 
experiences

• Ensure flexibility of the spaces in the design

• Provide inclusive space for all users, engaging a full 
spectrum of users from young to old

• Support activity active year-round

• Design for programming and events that are 
smaller scale for residents and downtown visitors, 
but also support the special gatherings of Detroit’s 
theatre and entertainment/sports district 

• Create a network of intimate daily use spaces and 
larger event spaces to support small performances, 
informal socializing, and enjoying the outdoors

• Support the role of food and beverage cafes as a 
strong community desire, a way to activate the park 
year-round and a key park revenue source

• Ensure there is adequate, well-designed and 
maintainable infrastructure for including park and 
event power, lighting, audio, water, waste 
management, snow removal etc.

• Reflect and celebrate the unique history of Grand 
Circus Park and the Grand Circus Park district  in 
the park’s design and incorporate the historic 
fountains and statues

• Continue to include a significant presence of green 
spaces and trees, with some hardscape/plaza areas 
for small gatherings, and spaces to sit in both sun 
and shade 

• Enhance and support connections and key views of 
both the west side and east sides of the park, 
district storefronts, Grand Circus Park architecture 
and the Detroit skyline

• Respect the historic framework - multiple points of 
entry and clear paths through the park

• Make it a comfortable place where people want to 
visit often, including café areas, improved seating 
and landscape
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• Install new perimeter walks and multiple entries

• Unify the park as one / reduce Woodward impact

• Respect historic character

• Improve lighting and security

• Calm and manage traffic

• Create spaces for small events
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• Consider design with multiple entries 
and path options for everyday users 
passing through the park

• Clean, simple, and practical design 
to activate the park in the most 
immediate sense

• Provide perimeter sidewalk to 
improve access

• Park programming and informal daily 
uses attract frequent use

• Night lighting enhances safety and 
security
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• Direct paths of travel from 
crossings and entry points 

• Draws users into and through the 
park from all directions. 

• Paths skirt past fountains, creating 
plazas and outdoor rooms 

• Street corners open for clear sight 
lines to destinations within and 
across the park 

• Daily park programming activates 
more areas of the park

• Design clarity creates a sense of 
unity

• Path views to surrounding 
buildings anchor them to the park 
experience
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Parking Access Ramps

Existing Entrances to 
Underground Parking

Relocated Historic Statues

Civic Plaza

Garden

Flexible Outdoor Rooms

Qline Transit Stations

Dog Park

Intimate Plaza

Flexible 
Outdoor Rooms

Existing Entrances to 
Underground Parking

Food & Beverage Cafe

New Landscaped Median

DAVID WHITNEY BLDGCITY PARK APT

THE KALES 
BLDG

HUNTINGTON 
TOWER

CENTRAL 
UNITED 
METHODIST 
CHURCH

COMERCIA 
PARK

DETROIT OPERA HOUSE

GRAND PARK 
CENTRE

BRODERICK 
TOWER

THE MADISON

SMALL RETAILS 
& STORES
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• The master plan creates 
direct physical and visual 
connections across the 
park 

• Park edges are buffered by 
street landscaping

• Open spaces are improved 
for events and 
programming

• Diversity of outdoor spaces 
allow for vary daily 
experience

• Traffic is calmed by a new 
median in Woodward Ave,  
road diet in Adams, 
widening crosswalks, and 
street trees
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